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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/CA2005/000484 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

[X] the international application in the language in which it was filed 

[ ] a transition of the international application into , which is the language of a 

translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of : 

a. type of material 

[ ] a sequence listing 

[ ] table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

[ ] on paper 

[ ] in electronic form 

c. time of filmg/furmshing 

[ ] contained in the international application as filed. 
[ ] filed together with the international application in electronic form 
[ ] furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 
3 [ ] In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has 
been filed or furnished, the required statement that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical 
to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

.4. Additional comments : 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



International application No. 
PCT/CA2005/000484 



I. IX^^nsetot^ 

[ ] paid additional fees 

[ ] paid additional fees under protest and, where applicable, the protest fee 
[ ] paid additional fees under protest but the applicable protest fee was not paid 
[X] not paid additional fees 



2. [ ]This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose not to invii 
additional fees. 



invite the applicant to pay 



| 3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 1 3. 1 , 1 3.2 and 1 3.3 is 
[ ] complied with 

[X] not complied with for the following reasons : 

The claims on file are directed to three distinctive groups of invention. 

to£«^!T* ,0 , C,aimS u° 5 3nd 12 10 ' ? ' is directed t0 8 P 0 * for 8 raili "8 comprising a post base having an 
SeX^ 

S roiSnrlrT^bLfnt ^ " ^ ,0 8 P ° St , SyS,en : f0f 8 rai "' ng COmpnsing 8 P° st base connectable with a first end 
ot a ratling post The base post comprises a base member and a housing member engaging the fist end of the railing post 

Se2zi 2 o? to 8roup A> but may be joined to m « * e above noted ^ as they * e 



4. Consequently, this opinion has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application : 
[ ] all parts 

[ X ] the parts relating to claim Nos. I to 5 and 1 2 to 1 7 
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, WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/CA2005/000484 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 436fc.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2 to 5 and 14 to 17 


YES 




Claims 


I. 12 and 13 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


J^ONS 


YES 




Claims 


1 to 5 and 12 to 17 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1 to 5 and 12 to 17 


YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations : 

Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: US 6 141 928 
D2: WO 91/13222 
D3: US 4 050 828 
D4: US 3 633 862 



(PLATT) 
(DICKINSON) 
(NORO) 
(BREEN) 



7 November 2000 
5 September 1991 
27 September 1977 
11 January 1972 



(07-11-2000) 
(05-09-1991) 
(27-09-1977) 
(11-01-1972) 



Novelty: 

Explanation provided with respect to Article 33 (2): 

01 is considered the most relevant prior art document with respect to claims of group A: Dl discloses a post mounting system 
comprising a post (4) having a first and second ends , a post base (14 and 22) correctable to the first end of the railing post, 
where the post base comprises an inner member (22) and an outer member (14). The outer member (14) substantially encase 
the inner member (22) . Fig 4 shows that the outer member (14) encase 5 out of 6 faces of the inner member (22), thus the outer 
member (14) substantially encase the inner member (22). As the functions of the inner member (22) and the outer member (14) 
are fundamentally different (outer estetic, inner structural) the material of the two member are obviously different 

With regard to claim 1 2, Dl further describe the post (4) as being an elongated tubular body, a insert (16) insertable within the 
first end of the post The post base (14 and 22) also comprises a base member (22) and a housing member (14) connected to 
and extending form the base member and adapted to engage the railing post on face 43. 

With regard to claim 13, the insert(16) further includes an engagement member in bolt (26). 

Thus Dl discloses all the alleged inventive subject matter of claims 1,12 and 13. 

Claims 1 , 12 and 13 do not meet the novelty criteria as defined in PCT Article 33 (2). 



See Supplemental Box 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/CA2005/000484 



Box No . VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted : 

The abstract does not comply with PCT Rule 8.1 (d). Each technical feature mentioned in the abstract and illustrated by a 
drawing in the international application should be followed by a reference sign, placed between parentheses. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/CA2005/000484 



Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: BoxV 



Inventive Step: 



Explanation provided with respect to Article 33 (3): 

With regard to claims 2 and 3, Dl discloses that numerous materials are used for making fences including metals (Column 1, 
line 28). The specification of the material of the inner and outer members is a design choice that would be obvious and well 
within the reach of any skilled technician in the art of balustrade construction. 

With regard to claims 14 and 15, Dl discloses that numerous materials are used for making fences including metals (Column 1, 
lme 28). The specification of the material of the inner and outer members is a design choice that would be obvious and well 
within the reach of any skilled thechnician in the art of balustrade construction. 

With regard to claims 4, 5, 16 and 17, D2 to D4 disclose method and elements for connecting post bases to railing posts. Again 
the specification of the fasteners size is a design choice that is well within the scope of the person skilled in the art. 

D2 discloses a post insert (6) connected at one end to a base (5) and having a second end (10) extending in the opposite 
direction inside a hollow railing post (2). The second end of the post insert features a V-shaped extrusion (7) that receives a 
correspondingly shaped wedge (12). A fastener (16) forces the wedge in the V-shaped extrusion to connect he post base to the 
railing post (fig. 1 and 2). 

D3 discloses a post insert (20) for connecting a vertical railing post (14) to a horizontal rail (13). Fasteners (21) connect the 
post insert to the vertical railing post and horizontal rail (fig. 10). 

D4 discloses a fastening method for fixing a railing post to a base. The method consists of connecting together a post base (24) 
a railing post (1 0), a post insert (41) and a fastener (20). 

Claim 2 to 5 and 14 to 17 do not meet the inventive step criteria as defined in PCT Article 33 (3). 
Industrial Applicability: 



With regard to PCT Article 33 (4), claims 1 to 5 and 12 to 17 meet the industrial applicability criteria as defined in PCT Article 
33 (4) 
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